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Was the safety of anyone of such consequence to me as to induce me to forget my own? or to make me contaminate the truth, which I had laid open, by any lie? Or do you suppose that I would assist anyone by whom I thought that a cruel plot had been laid against the republic, and most especially against me the consul? But if I had been forgetful of my own severity and of my own virtue, was I so mad, as, when letters are things which have been devised for the sake of posterity, in order to be a protection against forgetfulness, to think that the fresh recollection of the whole Senate could be beaten down by my journal? I have been bearing with you,
0 Torquatus, for a long time.   I have been bearing with you; and sometimes I, of my own accord, call back and check my inclination, when it has been provoked to chastise your speech.
1 make some allowance for your violent temper, I have some indulgence for your youth, I yield somewhat to our own friendship, I have some regard to your father.   But unless you put some restraint upon yourself, you will compel me to forget our friendship, in order to pay due regard to my own dignity.   No one ever attempted to attach the slightest suspicion to me, that I did not defeat him;  but I wish you to believe me in this; those whom I think that I can defeat most easily, are not those whom I take the greatest pleasure in answering.    Do you, since you are not at all ignorant of my ordinary way of speaking, forbear to abuse my lenity.   Do not think that the stings of my eloquence are taken away, because they are sheathed.   Do not think that that power has been entirely lost, because I show some consideration for, and indulgence toward you.   In the first place, the excuses which I make to myself for your injurious conduct, your violent temper, your age, and our friendship, have much weight with me;  and, in the next place, I do not yet consider you a person of sufficient power to make it worth my while to contend and argue with you.   But if you were more capable through age and experience, I should pursue the conduct which is habitual to me when I have been provoked; at present I will deal with you in such a way that I shall seem to have received an injury rather than to have requited one.
Nor, indeed, can I make out why you are angry with me. If it is because I $m defending a man whom yot; are accusing*